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Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to 

every race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed 

abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the 

Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

     (Collect for the Day of Pentecost) 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Share the Love of Christ 

 

“May we all share the promised gift of the Holy Spirit,” “to every 

race and nation.” These words spoken in our Collect for the Day of 

Pentecost, remind me of a recent occurrence I had and would 

like to share with you.  

 

Upon a scheduled doctor’s visit, I got into a spiritual conversation 

with one of the technicians.  As I was being prepped I asked her 

about her life. Hearing other people talk about their life helps take 

my mind off what is about to happen to me (confession, I don’t like needles or scalpels when used on 

my body). She told me she was raised in Pinellas, went to the local schools, got a degree and now 

loves what she does. It’s great to hear people say they love their work. She told me she was married 

once, which upset her parents because they didn’t think he was right for her. She confessed she 

should have listened to them. They had two kids and shortly after he had an affair and they divorced. 

She was feeling a bit estranged by her parents, but also her church. Her priest wouldn’t extend to her 

the Blessed Sacrament unless she annulled her marriage. The Church had the same people who 

have been there forever and “knew” everybody. She felt judged. Her parents were taking care of 

her kids while she worked, but she felt they loved them more than her. Her life was living with what 

Member of The Protestant Episcopal 

Church of the United States (TEC) & The 

Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida 

 

Table of Contents 
 

Leadership            3 

Christian Education  5 

Worship           8 

Outreach   11 

Pastoral Care           12 

Fellowship          10 

Missions            15 

Property            16 

Stewardship           17 

Connections           20 

"To know Christ, ... 
and to make Him known." 

http://www.calvaryirb.org/
mailto:support@


2 

she felt to be one of the many accidents that happened in life. She no longer saw the Church as a 

safe haven, so she stopped going. I told her that she had courage raising a family on her own and 

supporting them by working hard.  

 

A little while later, I asked her if she still exercised her faith and would perhaps consider returning to a 

Church. She paused and then confided, I like God; I just don’t like religion.” Why do you suspect she 

said this? Obviously she was divorced and felt the church, the agent of religion, turned its back on 

her. “Was this church ‘traditional’ in its views towards marriage?” I asked her. She said it was. I then 

affirmed that it is the prerogative of the church to always seek reconciliation before and after such 

events. I told her I was sorry that she had that experience. She said she tried to stay true to her 

marriage but when someone no longer loves you, what can you do? I told her that blotting out this 

life event is not the right approach. It happened, and in time it can give you strength. The Sacrament 

of our Lord should never be withheld by those who are earnest and penitent. She agreed, and 

looked away saying, “It’s all good. I have my kids and they keep me going.”  

 

We have all heard stories like this.  Whether it is the Church’s treatment of divorce or the cases of 

sexual abuse, hearing about corruption, or sharing disappointments in pastoral care that fell short, it is 

no wonder why people distrust religion and do not want to come to Church. What is worse is an 

epidemic of a secularized apathy towards religion, and towards the Church that has the privilege to 

exercise it. Unless it is a larger program driven church for families or a mega-church that borderlines 

as another entertainment venue, our Churches are shrinking. We have to take steps now exercise the 

“faith” in Jesus Christ, passed down through the Apostles and countless Christian witnesses who 

followed, with truth, sincerity and love. We have the same challenge to adapt and relate to this 

rapidly changing society of ours, without compromising the tenets of our faith. The challenge we are 

faced with today is to reach the, “Highly spiritual, but Non-religious.” How do we get them in church? 

 

I invited that woman to our church. I told her we are not perfect people; just people with perfect 

intentions.  We love each other even though we may disagree. We aim to accept and care for 

everyone. We worship the one true God who created us all and who loves us dearly, so much that 

He sent His Son, to take our place.  I just shared my belief and opened my heart. I invited her to 

events we celebrate. She said she would think about it and I could tell she appreciated the personal 

space I gave her to think further. I am not sure she will ever come to Calvary, but maybe she will go 

back to her family church, or another she feels led. Maybe she felt invited to turn to prayer or to open 

the Bible and read something profound and sacred. If that happens, mission accomplished. It is one 

more step for her to be able to “re-align” herself (re-ligion) to God. 

 

To my dear, and faithful flock, my Church family, will you join me in this 

manner of sharing this gift with others? As you have read, it is about meeting 

people where they are. If you feel that God has truly sent His Holy Spirit upon 

you, helping you through the good and the bad, will you share this with 

others? If not, the Church will dwindle to only the clergy and we can only 

be in so many places at once. Also, we are all called to the priesthood of 

believers. “Every nation and race” are the people who are around you 

wherever you go. It doesn’t mean you have to go to the other end of the 

earth to find them. As part of your commitment to love and serve Jesus and 

to share the gift of the Holy Spirit, during this long course of the season of 

Pentecost, look for those opportunities because when you share your love 

for others, you share the love of Christ. 
 

Yours, faithfully in Christ Jesus our Lord,  

Father Jon 
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Leadership  
 

"Easter Reflections from the Senior Warden" 
 

As we continue our journey through the Easter Season, I am filled with gratitude for the gift that is 

Calvary Episcopal Church and this Parish family. Looking back at the events of Holy Week, I am struck 

by the power and grace demonstrated through the services and solemn celebrations that marked this 

most sacred period in the liturgical calendar. From the traditional foot washing ceremony and stripping 

of the altar on Maundy Thursday, to the serene Stations of the Cross at dawn on the beach, to the 

veneration of the Cross at noon on Good Friday, we journeyed with Christ from Jerusalem to 

Gethsemane and finally Golgotha. And then came the Easter Vigil, complete with baptisms, and the 

celebration of the empty tomb. Together we declared "Alleluia, Christ is Risen"! Easter Sunday brought 

the traditional celebrations from the Sunrise service through the always popular 10:00AM family service. 

Each service is unique and presented a particular aspect of the Passion and Resurrection of our Lord. 

I am especially grateful for the loving service provided by our clergy, staff and lay leaders, who worked 

so hard to provide the worship experience for each one of us. I hope you were able to share in this 

profound experience and I give thanks to God for his blessings on us all. 

 

Our blessings included the musical accompaniment provided by Matt Burke and the members of our 

choir along with selected soloists and guest musicians at various services. You may have noticed the 

sound of the magnificent organ that provided rich and resonating tones that seemed to fill the 

sanctuary from every side. This beautiful instrument was loaned to us for the purpose of a special 

concert and Easter services. Even to an uneducated ear like mine the difference in quality was instantly 

apparent. I am pleased to share with you that because of a generous donation from one of our most 

faithful parishioners we will continue to enjoy the sounds of this amazing instrument permanently! In 

honor of her late husband this donor has fully funded the purchase of the organ and made it possible 

for Calvary to enjoy the organ for generations to come. And for that we give thanks!  

 

As Spring turns to Summer I hope that you are able to take time to 

appreciate the many blessings in your life and to give thanks to God from 

whom all good things come. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Mike Alford - Senior Warden  

 

Diocesan Vestry Workshop 
The Diocesan Vestry Retreat is coming up on Saturday, May 5th at DaySpring Episcopal Center in 

Ellenton. We encourage your incoming vestry to take advantage of this engaging leadership 

development opportunity.  Bishop Smith, Canon Durning and Anne Vickers will be the presenters for 

the day - where we will focus on Adaptable Leadership with a balanced approach of theology, 

theory and benchmarking. We'll contemplate healthy practices of evangelism and revitalization. 

We're excited to share never-before-seen statistics on active outreach ministry and inspiring 

examples from our congregations. Time for individual vestry exercises and discussion will spark 

conversations to complement your usual vestry reports. In fact, we guarantee that the deliverables 

you'll receive at this event will become a core part of your vestry agenda for the year. 
 

Registration and breakfast is at 8 a.m.; the program starts at 9 a.m. and ends by 4 p.m.   

Please don't hesitate to ask questions - 941-556-0315. 
 

We thank all of our parishioners who pray for our Rector and Vestry leaders as their role is most 

important in the continued success of Calvary. 
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Treasurer Position  
We have been seeking a Treasurer since last October. We have a very capable and well organized 

Finance Committee, that includes Mike Alford, Janie Small, Greg Donham, Jo Simpson, Julie Day and 

Father Jon. They are assisted by a very qualified Bookkeeper, and Vestry members, Bob Lima 

(Stewardship) and Penny Yanacheck (Outreach). The title and function of Treasurer is a required 

position, bonded by our Diocese. Please pray about whether you are being called to that position and 

review the job description on our website or here below. 

 
Treasurer Job Description 

Provided by The Vestry Resource Guide published by the Episcopal Church 

Foundation.  

  

Time Commitments: 

-Weekly oversight of collections and deposits; 

-Periodic payment of bills; 

-Monthly generation of accounting reports 

  

Responsibilities: 

-Supervise the collection, counting and deposit of all contributions to the congregation; ensuring that 

at least two persons are present at all times during collection and counting; 

-Supervise the treasurers of all other accounts, ensuring that they follow established accounting 

procedures and appropriate safeguards; 

-Ensure that bills are paid in a timely fashion; 

-Work with any designated committee to make certain that adequate insurance is maintained on all 

real and tangible property; 

-Determine that the books and accounts of the congregation are kept in accordance with standard 

accounting procedures and the requirements of the canons; 

-Ensure that the congregation's financial operations are in accordance with the Episcopal Church 

and diocesan canons, the congregation's by-laws and state and federal laws;  

-Ensure that the congregation's deeds and other instruments of ownership are secure, and 

maintained in the manner prescribed by canon and civil law; 

-Ensure that anyone serving as custodian of any congregational or organizational funds over $500 is 

bonded by a professional bonding insurer; 

-Meet regularly with the rector, wardens, and/or staff for planning and evaluation; 

-Develop and serve on the Finance Committee; 

-Assist in the development of budgets; 

-Be available to consult with other committees that might need help in planning budgets of other 

assistance in financial matters; 

-Submit a monthly financial report to the vestry and an annual financial report to the congregation; 

-Make appropriate contributions to the diocesan parochial report; 

 

Accountability: 

-The treasurer is elected by and accountable to the rector and vestry.  The treasurer may or may not 

be a member of the vestry. 

http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/tools-and-programs/leadership-tools/the-vestry-resource-guide
http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/
http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/
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-A covenant (promise) regarding the role and responsibilities of the treasurer should be developed 

between the treasurer, the rector, and the vestry.  This covenant should be periodically reviewed. 

-The treasurer's ministry should be considered a part of the annual mutual ministry review of the 

congregation. 

 
Christian Education 
Day Spring Summer Camps 

The weather is getting warmer and before you know it summer will be here again. 

Growing up, summer meant spending your days playing outside, swimming, and 

sometimes packing up and heading to camp. Those days are still possible at Day Spring 

Summer Camp. Day Spring is an Episcopal summer camp that caters to children in 

elementary through high school. Week long camps offer spiritual growth, along with the 

adventures of canoeing, swimming, and zip lines. We are delighted to report that Ms. Skyler Small 

and Dylan Coker are our first campers to be sent by Calvary, attending “Breakout”, the summer 

camp for elementary youth in our diocese. If you would like more information on Day Spring Summer 

Camps or assist in being a donor towards our youth scholarships, contact Elyssa Coker or Father Jon. 

 

St. Michaels Confirmation 
The St. Michaels Confirmation is July 29th through August 4th this year.  A handful 

of youth from Calvary have been attending the last three years. It is a formative 

experience to teaching Anglican liturgy (“high church”), study and with 

emphasis on personal confession to a priest.  The Christian Education conference 

is for rising 9th - graduating college students who are active members of 

Episcopal/Anglican parishes. See Fr. Jon if interested. 
 

If you go to our website, on the “Christian Education” page, you will find a video 

that introduces the Conference. It is worth watching if you want to see how this 

conference shapes and forms our younger Episcopalians. Sponsors are always encouraged to help our 

young people offset their expense. Please see Fr. Jon for details on how you can help in this way. 

 
 

Youth Mission Trip to Loveland, Colorado  
We ask that you pray for all our “missionaries” attending this summer’s mission  

trip to Loveland, CO.  Those attending are Father Jon, Lynne, Emma and 

Watson Roberts, Mike, Grace and Jacob Alford, Elyssa and Jordan Coker, 

Carmen McDaniel, and Kevin Oeste.  They will be sleeping on blow-up 

mattresses, taking turns with “KP” kitchen/food duty, before going into 

the outskirts of Loveland to help care for seniors and less privileged 

children through various planned projects organized by Group, Inc.  

 

Loveland happens to be the headquarter for this organization, founded by Tom & Joani Schulz in 

1994. Since then, it has recruited hundreds of thousands of Church youth groups to assist in Christian 

formation through missional action. The distance traveled is intentional. In order to give a one-week 

Missionary experience, we remove the adult and youth from their own routine and common 

environments, teaching them to adapt and rely on others, and most importantly to live by their faith 

in Jesus. 

 

Please include “Loveland trip” on your check memo if you still intend to donate. It is not too late. 

  

Combined Summer Services 

9:00 AM 

Begins on June 3rd  
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Scenes from Holy Week and Easter  
Easter Egg & Palm Cross Preparations 

Good Friday on the Beach 



7 Easter Sunrise and Easter Sunday 
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Worship 
Holy Week preparations included, but were not limited to, grounds and building clean-up and the 

placing of new signage emphasizing the welcoming of visitors.  New visitor cards were placed in pews 

and there was a reorganization of ushers and greeters. 

Holy Week began with Maundy Thursday evening service where Fr Jon washed the feet of 12 (twelve) 

members of Calvary, reenacting Jesus’ washing the feet of his disciples.  The Easter Vigil followed.  Three 

services were held on Good Friday…an early morning Stations of the Cross held on our beach, a solemn 

noon Veneration of the Cross service and early evening contemporary Stations of the Cross. Easter 

Saturday began with a morning prayer service attended by the Altar Guild.  The Guild then dressed 

the sanctuary for Easter services.  Fr Jon baptized two children at this service.  The three services held 

on Easter Sunday were well attended; several visitors voiced both appreciation and delight at the 

beauty displayed.  Everyone loved the practice of placing a carnation on the cross during Holy 

Communion. 

Attendance throughout March had been strong.  Of the 100 Criers placed at the north and east 

entrances, only 1 remained.  Figures for holy Week show an attendance of 421. 

2018 

171 Palm Sunday 

50 Maundy Thursday 

54 Good Friday on the Beach 

65 Good Friday Noonday Veneration 

8 Good Friday Evening Stations (Contemporary)  

28 Saturday Vigil/baptism 

75 Easter Sunday, 7am 

73 Easter Sunday, 8am 

202 Easter Sunday, 10am 

Total: 726 

2017 

174 Palm Sunday 

61 Maundy Thursday 

65 Good Friday Stations on the Beach 

48 Good Friday Noonday Veneration 

10 Good Friday Evening Stations  

85 Saturday Vigil/baptism 

76 Easter Sunday, 7am 

64 Easter Sunday, 8am 

222 Easter Sunday, 10am 

Total: 805

Attached to this report is a copy of an email Fr Jon received on the Monday following Easter. We feel 

it speaks of what many feel of our church and its ministry here at Calvary. 

“Dear Father Jon: 

My wife and I attended the 10 AM service at Calvary Episcopal Church on Easter Sunday and 

thoroughly enjoyed the service. I wanted to just drop you a note of thanks and let you know why: First, 

there were no politics. We all have our politics but our journey to the Lord should not be encumbered 

by our political beliefs, whatever they might be. Second, you hold true to the Book of Common Prayer. 

We were all raised in a church that had certain familiar rites and those rites give some of us great 

comfort. The tendency in some "modern" worship services is to omit certain rites, such as the mention 

of sin (as an example). If you don't mention sin, then how might one confess their sins? And, if you 

cannot confess your sins, how might one receive absolution? Which (to us) is an important part of the 

Lord's Supper. 

After the service, my wife and I went to the parish hall for a cup of coffee. While enjoying our coffee, 

we noticed that you all are on a canal and have a nice dock out back. Being boat people, we 

immediately wondered if you have anyone who arrives by boat for services.  We imagined how nice 

it would be to slip down the Narrows on a quiet Sunday morning, enjoy the service at Calvary, then 

perhaps stop for lunch on the way home.” 
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New Church Organ  

The Music Ministry at Calvary is stronger than it has ever been and 

now will get even better with the recent donation of a gift to afford 

a new Church organ. In January, Matthew Burke approached Father 

Jon with an interesting proposition. He had an acquaintance from 

Inverness, a Mr. Peter Kenzie, who was an organ dealer. He shared 

with him that our Allen Church organ was aged, 28 years to be exact, 

and had seen better days. Particular “stops” were no longer 

performing and the instrument seemed to be going downhill.  

Peter recommended a particular organ he demonstrated at Trinity 

Episcopal in Gainesville, a respected church for its acoustics and 

wonderful choirs. With mild use, he offered it to us for a test drive 

through Easter. Oh, how wonderful it sounded, greatly enhanced by 

the additional amplification. A special concert as offered and we 

heard the performance each Sunday leading up and through Holy 

Week. This wonderful new sound resonated not only inside our walls 

but also in the hearts of a few members.  

After hearing all the technical and financial details, the Vestry made a decision to “explore” with 

interested parties and perhaps a clear strategy would be revealed in the midst of all the other Church’s 

expenses this year (such as roof, AC, etc.). The financial aspects were sent to the Finance Committee 

and they too thought the intention was good, but how to secure such an investment would be costly. 

There was talk about bids, best instrument, insurance, etc., but how would we really be able to do this? 

Most thought it would take a long time to raise the money and we should prepare for that journey. 

Easter was very meaningful for one parishioner, in particular, Mrs. Denna Shiben. She was so moved by 

the presentation of all the music, she went home and prayed about it and discussed with family. She 

knew just how much her husband loved music and loved Calvary. She also shared the vision to increase 

our appreciation of music, to which God has blessed us in so many ways. This is how the gift came 

about and now it will become a living, functioning memorial in honor of Richard Shiben and to the 

glory of God. We thank you Denna for the gift of this beautiful new addition to our Church and that 

God moved upon your heart to make this happen. A service will be held, most likely during the summer, 

with the Bishop consecrating this instrument for Holy Worship. All are invited and encouraged to attend.  

Specifics: The Viscount Unico 370 is a sophisticated, three-manual 

Church organ, made with tradition in mind. Unico church organs 

truly represent Viscount’s fine Italian craftsmanship that they put into 

every organ. Each organ is made with the highest quality thumb 

pistons that are crafted from solid wood and strengthened with 

steel. Also, the drawknobs found on Viscount Unico church organs 

are wooden, unlike many other organs on the market whose knobs are made of plastic. The stop rails 

that you will find on every Unico are made to endure hours of continuous play time and years of use 

while aging beautifully. Lastly, when they designed our Unico church organ, they thought about the 

comfort of the Organist, for all those hours spent in practice and worship. 

 

Organ Scholarship 
Mr. Rob Dinon, a faithful organ student of Matthew Burke over the last three years, was motivated by 

the news of the Organ gift, that he is presenting to Calvary a $500 scholarship to anyone between 

the age of 13-51, who would like to learn on the new instrument. Matthew would offer hands-on 

instruction to the Calvary recipient, for a total of 10 hours. All interested should contact Mr. Burke. 
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The Day of Pentecost  
May 20th is the Day of Pentecost when all of Jesus’ disciples gathered in that upper room in Jerusalem 

nearly 2000 years ago and were visited by the Holy Spirit. It celebrates the moment when God 

revealed His presence among them and they received the gift of speaking in tongues. On this 

Sunday, wear “red”, the color of Pentecost and those who are bilingual in any language, please see 

Dcn. Melissa as we want you to participate in the reenactment of that sacred occasion.  

 

What is Pentecost?  
If you are aware of Pentecost, you will probably know of it as the day when the Holy Spirit of God 

came down to dwell the followers of Jesus. This event is recorded in Acts chapter 2. On that day, the 

Spirit of God descended on the 120 followers of Jesus and they started speaking out loud in 

languages from around the world. This created such a commotion that thousands who were in 

Jerusalem at the time came out to see what was happening and in front of the gathering crowd, 

Peter spoke the first gospel message and ‘three thousand were added to their number that day’ 

(Acts 2:41). And the number of gospel followers has been growing continually ever since that 

Pentecost Sunday.  

  

Special Day for Youth 
On Trinity Sunday, May 27th, we will host “Youth Sunday.” It is the day 

before Memorial Day, so make your plans to be at the Church for this 

special day when our youth provide all the components of the 

service, including the sermon! 

 

Pastoral Care 
 
PASTORAL CARE MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Mission Statement is based on this principle: To affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every 

person. Our goal is to provide a ministry of hope and caring so that no member of our congregation 

need be alone. 

Our covenant to the congregation is: 

 

 Maintain contact with those unable to attend church due to illness or disability. 

 Visit the ill at home or in the hospital. 

 Support those going through a life crisis. 

 Support friends and family involved in caregiving. 

 Comfort the bereaved. 

We are currently seeking new members for the Pastoral Care team. New members will be trained as a 

Lay Eucharist Visitor (LEV) in order to give communion to those shut-ins that desire the Holy Sacrament. 

This is a very rewarding to both the congregant and the LEV. A typical LEV visit is 15 to 30 minutes, and 

in that time you are not only spreading God’s word; you are making a difference in someone’s life. 

Interested? Contact me, Jim Widell, at Jimdolphfan@aol.com for further information. 

 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
Would you like to receive routine visits by the Clergy or the trained Laity who call themselves “LEVs”? 

We have the following members who are willing to come to your residence or to the hospital whenever 

you need them, but PLEASE, be clear in letting them know when and where that can take place. Fr. 

Jon, Fr. Hugh, Dcn. Melissa are the Clergy who can make visits. Judy Marx, Marilyn Clark, Jim Widell, 

Jackie Taksak are the Laity trained to make visits. If you are interested in becoming an LEV or wish to 

be reinstated, please make the request with Dcn. Melissa. She will enroll you in the Safeguarding God’s 

Children required online training modules. 

mailto:Jimdolphfan@aol.com
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Outreach 
 

New Members 

 

 

 

 

Jacqui & Michael Carpenter 

Colin & Casey 

14415 Iroquois Ave.  

Largo, FL 33774 
 

Anne & Scott Brown 

103 Boat Launch Rd. 

Merrickville, ON Canada 

K0G 1N0 

(Seasonal) 

34 Sabal Palm Dr. 

Largo, FL 33770 

 
 

Christopher Gorman &  

Mary Frances Shaw 

308 La Hacienda Dr. 

Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785 
 

Pam, Collin, Morgan Mather 

16108 1st Street East 

Redington Beach, FL 33708 

 

Baptism of Colin Mather 

Saturday Easter Vigil 
 

Baptism of Morgan Mather 

Saturday Easter Vigil 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=308+La+Hacienda+Dr.+Indian+Rocks+Beach,+FL++33785&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=308+La+Hacienda+Dr.+Indian+Rocks+Beach,+FL++33785&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=308+La+Hacienda+Dr.+Indian+Rocks+Beach,+FL++33785&entry=gmail&source=g
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New Visitor’s Cards 
We cannot stress enough the importance of making 

our visitors feel welcomed when they come to Church. 

In addition, it is vital to our Church to grow and 

continue to reach out to new people, inviting them to 

become members. Seasonal membership is available 

as well, regardless of whether our brothers and sisters 

coming from the north, stay here two weeks or two 

months. We want them to know they are special to us 

and we want to include them as part of our family.  

 

If you see a new face in Church, please extend a 

hand, welcome them and invite them over for some 

coffee and refreshment following the service. 

 

If you are an Usher, please make sure they get one of 

these cards. On the back side is a “clip” to which they 

can print their name(s) and wear it for us to identify. 

The new cards are located in the narthex and in the 

pews. 

Father Jon receives these cards and sends a personal 

letter to each. Penny Yanacheck, Lia King and Steve 

Hein utilize this information to include in our database 

and other promotional material.  

 

Outreach is intentional and important work. Helping 

you engage with the visitors and new members is the 

key to our success. Every member of the Church is part 

of the Outreach Committee. Please invite your friends 

and acquaintances to Church. Tell them about our 

programs, how we worship, the fun we have, the 

people we are. 

 

We are very interested in how visitors find us. 

Over 60% of all visitors, from 2017, say they found us 

through our website. 

 
 

Fellowship 
 

Cinco de Mayo Dinner 
Let's have a fiesta! 
 

On May 5th we will celebrate and honor our neighbors and heritage from Mexico. Feast on Mexican 

food and beverages in the Parish Hall at 6:00 pm. Hosted by Susan Koester. There is bound to be a 

crowd, so get with Susan early to reserve your spot. 

 

Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 13th is Mother’s Day. If you would like your mother to be remembered on this day, in our 

Prayers, we will list each by name before May 9th. Whether she is living or deceased, simply submit 

your mother’s name to admin@calvaryirb.org.  
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Mother’s Day Trio Ensemble “Baroque & Beyond” 

May 12th, 7pm 
 

As part of my continuing mission to bring you the finest music for our 

church services and concerts, I am excited to announce a 

performance of Astralis Chamber Ensemble, to take place in our 

sanctuary.  Angela Massey is an enchanting flutist who plays with 

remarkable beauty.  She contacted me about adding a stop to the 

Florida leg of her tour with Astralis Chamber Ensemble, which also 

features a cellist and pianist.  Naturally, I jumped at this opportunity to 

bring them to Calvary. 
 

Their program is called Baroque and Beyond and will feature works by 

the likes of Mendelssohn and Bach.  There will be pieces featuring each of the three instruments, and 

all of them together. This concert will take place Mother's Day weekend, May 12th at 7pm and I can't 

think of a nicer thing for mothers and families to do (I know my mom would love it).  Dress up, have 

an early dinner and be enchanted by some lovely music! 
 

Help me continue to make Calvary a wonderful concert venue as well as a wonderful church.  Tell 

your friends about this great evening.  Tickets are $15 and can be purchased in advance in the office 

at Calvary or at the door of the event. Please help us reach our “break-even” goal of 60 attendees 

by sharing an invitation with all your friends and acquaintances.  
 

Matt Burke, Organist and Choir Director 
 

Holy Travel 
This is a picture of Sally Donnor and Mary Beals attending church at St. 

Anne’s Episcopal Church in Tifton, Georgia. They were visiting Sally’s 

daughter, Katie. 
 

If you are traveling and worship at another church, take a picture and 

send it to us. Same for our “Snowbirds” – take a picture of your home parish 

and let us share it with others. As always, make sure you are in the picture. 

 

Slyce Supports BCFP  
Did you know that our friends and partners at Slyce Pizza Bar, 

actively support BCFP?  On the first Monday of each month, Slyce contributes 10% of 

their sales to BCFP, which last year resulted in a sizeable donation to us.  You can help 

increase their contribution to us by making it a point to dine at Slyce sometime during the 

first Monday of each month. The next scheduled First Monday will be May 7th. Please put 

that date on your calendar and join us in supporting Slyce and our food pantry. Come out and join 

other members of Calvary for a wonderful time of fellowship. 

 

Coffee anyone? 
Every Sunday, a “few” of our parishioners happily stroll down to the Parish Hall to set to the task of 

setting up for “Coffee Hour.” They know the importance of giving to others as they invite people to 

have a cup of coffee, some juice, a pastry, some fruit, homemade bread and maybe some cake 

(SOMBA anyone?). Countless smiles are seen on the faces of all who come for a little conversation 

and getting reacquainted with their church family. 
 

There is one tiny challenge, however. We simply need more volunteers. The 8 o’clock volunteers 

generally set everything up and the 10 o’clock volunteers do the clean-up. A sign-up board is in the 

Parish Hall or you can call the office. When Fr. Jon says, “We have the best coffee served in IRB,” it is 

because it is served with love. We want people to know they are welcome here. Will you consider 

joining this effort? If so, see Harvey and Susan Brillat or Margaret Richcreek. 
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Missions 
 

 

Celebration of Giving a Success! 
Thanks to everyone who joined BCFP in our second 

annual Celebration of Giving event on April 7. ‘COG’ 

is our biggest fundraiser and its proceeds allow us to 

serve those people in our community who struggle with 

daily food insecurity.  

 

This year’s event honored all the volunteers who give freely of 

their time to serve our needy clients. From food pickup, to 

staffing special events, to aiding our clients in selecting their 

food items, our volunteers are indeed, a special group. Thank 

you all!!  Scenes shown here. 
 

BCFP Van Funding Project 
Over the last 6 months, BCFP has been working on sourcing 

the funds to purchase a quality used cargo van. We have 

many tasks throughout the year that require a larger vehicle: 

food inventory pick up (3 times per week), transporting our 

equipment to various event locations and picking up periodic 

bulk food donations. 
 

This ongoing need has been covered by members of our 

community who graciously volunteer their time and larger 

vehicle. We thank them for their contribution. A utility cargo 

van will allow us to more easily manage this ongoing, vital 

task. 
 

So far, we have raised dedicated Van Project donations of 

over $10,000, well over half way to our target goal of $17,000. 

We encourage our community to consider supporting this 

worthwhile initiative.  
 

Please contact BCFP Director, David Kline (727-418-1673) if you 

wish to donate to the Van Project or if you have any questions 

about our wonderful community resource. 

’Food from the Heart’…we are all making a difference! 

 

Volunteers Needed 
With the annual ‘flight north’ of our beloved snowbirds, BCFP 

will realize a shortage of volunteers until our seasonal visitors 

return in the late fall. 

We have need for additional volunteers to cover this period.  

BCFP is open four days a week; Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to noon and from 5p to 

7 pm Thursday. 

The volunteer work is not difficult and offers the reward of supporting those folks in our area who 

struggle with the daily challenges of food insecurity. There is a sense of accomplishment and 

satisfaction when you help someone in need. 

Please strongly consider joining our team of dedicated, happy volunteers. 

Our Daily Operations Manager, Connie Curran would be happy to discuss the opportunity in more 

detail. Connie can be reached at 727-482-6167. 

bcfp@calvary.org 

facebook.com/bcfoodpantryirb 

www.bcfoodpantry.org 
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Property 
January - April Property Report  

(Combination of 3/18 report & April/May) 

 Barge Hall Project – Mark Roth adding the missing tile.  Thank You Mark!  David Ridgecreek 

cleaned up the vinyl baseboard and is preparing to wax the floors.  Thank You David! 

 The Deck and walkway have been stained!  Thank you Mark Roth for your help.  Subtle changes 

but made a big difference.  It will help the wood last longer. 

 Arry’s Roofing completed the roof repair the week of March 19.  The entire southern exposure on 

the main church structure was replaced with peel and stick underlayment and then with new 

shingles.  No more leaks there for some time to come.  Great job and a very generous donation 

made this happen.  Thank You anonymous!!! 

 The fallen gutter by the food pantry has been re-installed.  I still need to paint the facia board.  I 

have the paint.  It will happen shortly. 

 Carry over from last month.  We have lost a 4-ton compressor unit for the office areas.  We are 

limping along on one unit and have a bid for $11,170 from Blair’s, our long time AC partner to 

upgrade to a dual 4-ton unit.  Update:  Blair’s AC will be installing the new AC unit on March 12. 

 Melissa Wilbee is developing plans to continue the Marjee Hunt Memorial Garden enhancement 

for the other side of the front entrance.  Stay tuned.  This may happen soon.  Look for information 

if you would like to assist. 

 Made progress on the stove burner repairs.  I found the exact replacement chrome rings and drip 

pans for the kitchen stove.  All fixed and ready for use.  Thanks for your patience! 

 The light on our Flag and marquee sign in front of the church has been popping a breaker for 

about a year.  With the help of Bob Lima and Mark Roth, we found a dead short on the hot leg to 

ground.  We chased that short through two breaker panels and three junction boxes.  We gave 

up and contemplated our next move.  Bob Lima had a brainstorm.  Let the shorted wire be the 

ground wire since it wanted to be that and use the ground wire as the hot wire.  So we rewired 

accordingly and we now have lights again!!  Great team effort.  Thank you Bob and Mark. 

 Mark Roth noticed that the facial board above the red doors and the north side of the church had 

popped out from under the drip edge during Hurricane IRMA.  This allowed water where to go 

where we did not want it.  Mark went on the roof and tucked it all back together.  Once again 

thank You Mark. 

 We had a request from the City of Indian Rocks that we trim our trees so the garbage truck would 

not hit them when emptying the dumpster or driving to the dumpster.  Mark and I created a large 

pile of trimmed trees that the city hauled away.  We have the clearance we need and the city is 

happy. 

 Carryover from last month/year.  A $25000 anonymous donation was also received with 

instructions for capital improvement and a commercial coffee system.   Using a portion of that 

donation, the parish hall was upgraded to LED lighting, the hallways of the facility were 

upgraded with new carpeting and the wiring installed for the commercial coffee system. The 

commercial coffee system exact product is under review to ensure the correct one for our 

church is chosen.  A decision has been made but I have not followed thru with the order as of 

yet.  Bunn Axiom twin with Air pots and plumbed water.  This will be a serious upgrade.  I have not 

purchased this yet and I apologize for it.  I want to see where we are on the $25000 donation 

and then make a proposal that we complete our LED lighting in the choir room, office area and 

the rest of the complex, look into a new sign with programmable display for out front, replace the 
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drinking fountain in the Parish hall and look into adding a new drinking fountain in the main hall 

just south of the office.  Any thoughts or comments towards these would be appreciated.  This will 

be worked this month now that I have returned from some travels. 

 Blairs AC completed the new office Air Conditioner upgrade on March 17.  Took a little longer 

than expected but a nice job by Blair’s AC.  This is a twin dual 8 ton system and will perform well 

for years to come.  

 A new light was installed outside the food pantry by Mark Roth.  The old one had water damage 

and stopped working. 

 

Future PLANS  

 Call in a Tree guy to trim the trees in the south parking lot. 

 Add a sprinkler system landscaping to south end of the church and along the sea wall. 

 Thinking of adding a long bench by the food pantry as the lines get long sometime and it would 

offer some comfort to our patrons. 

 Seal the woodwork around the west stained glass windows. 

 Add another coat or two of varnish to the north doors of the Sanctuary. 

 Small row of landscape edging and a row of variegated liriope along the new sidewalk in front of 

the food pantry. 

 Classroom door still requires painting. 

 Paint reworked window sills on east side of church. 

 It is still here.  Had a discussion with Scott from Blair’s AC   We discussed possibly putting in what is 

called a mini split system.  This puts a new compressor outside and the in lieu of duct work and an 

air handler, each room receives its own evaporator system.  Up to eight evaporators can be run 

off of the same system.  This might be our best solution for the food pantry, classroom and old 

food pantry.  Blair’s is supposed to quote it and we will see where it lies.  Stay tuned.   

I will be traveling beginning March 22, returning mid-April, so help out where you see an 

opportunity. Thanks in advance.  Happy Easter to all.   

I Hope this covers it.   Thanks for your support.  Say Thank you to Mark Roth, Bob Lima and David 

Ridgecreek for their added talent and support when you see them. 

 

Submitted by: Kim Heinicka, Junior Warden 

 

 

Stewardship 

 

New Financial and Church Software  
Would it be nice for you to have your own login and password information that 

connects you with your Church donation giving? That reality is almost here with 

Realm, the church-related component of the widely used ACS parent company, that most of the 

churches in the country use. In addition, several parishioners contacted us to say they did not see 

donations given to the Food Pantry, candles or flowers, youth scholarship donations, etc. on their bi-

annual reports. Now, with Realm we can provide this, and soon will provide each member the ability 

to login at any given time of the year, to check your own information! We are so pleased in this new 

direction that makes us more efficient than ever. 
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Bank Donations 
You may have seen this card in either narthex as you enter the 

church. You may have seen somebody put one in the offering 

plate. If you have donations to the Church scheduled directly 

through your bank, you are not alone. Feel free to take a card 

and put in the offering plate if you give online. Thank you! 

 

Amazon Donations 
Do you buy anything through Amazon? If so, you can give indirectly to the 

Church every time you buy something from Amazon. “How,” you may ask? 
 

1. Go to our website, www.calvaryirb.org 

2. At the bottom of every page, look for the Amazon Smile icon; 

3. Click on it and it will send you to a link. 

4. Follow the instructions that link your amazon account to Calvary as your sponsored non-profit.  

5. Amazon gives us a small fraction of the cost of your purchase; 

6. It’s that easy! 
 

We will receive a report each period from this company. Please help the Church by connecting your 

account to our Church as your selected non-profit. 

 

Parking Donations 
Our youth and their parents have been managing a parking lot fundraiser every 

year during Beachfest and Octoberfest, raising nearly $5000. These monies are 

needed to offset the expense of summer mission trips, camps at Dayspring or 

attending the St. Michaels Conference. Most importantly is the opportunity they 

have to Outreach to all the visitors who park their cars in our lots. When our youth tell people why they 

are raising money, they are more than happy to give. We meet people from all over.  

 

On April 21st the Home Owner’s Association of IRB will host the annual “Beachfest” event that draws in 

the public to come listen to the bands, play or watch volleyball, swim in the Gulf, eat some good food 

and meet hundreds of others. They all converge at the public access across from Guppys which makes 

our lot most desirable. Asking each car to donate to our $10, they get a little story about what things 

we do on our trips, an invitation to enter the church to take a peak, and receive a pass that lists our 

days of worship.  

  

The Legacy Society is an endowed investment fund which was 

established by the Church in 2001. We can make withdrawals as 

needed from the interest that is generated but each year we have 

been able to re-invest those funds into the principal Endowment fund, 

helping it grow. If you are interested in helping us grow this important 

and vital Church asset, please let a member of the Finance Committee know. We would love to have 

you partner with our vision to have it reach a goal of $1M. 
 

Will you please prayerfully consider naming Calvary in your estate planning? The future of our church 

would be secure for generations to come if every person in our church would make such an 

appropriation. Here are some suggestions: 
 

1. Meet with your Power of Attorney; 

2. Tell them you would like to list Calvary as a beneficiary of part of your estate; 

3. Pray about it. 

 

Please contact Fr. Jon, Mike Alford, Jane Small, Jo Simpson, Julie Day or Greg Donham for more 

information. We invite you to become a member today! 
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Connections 
Connect spiritually and socially using Black & White 

XP, Facebook &Yelp. Search for “Calvary Episcopal 

Church” Indian Rocks Beach, FL.  

 
 

The Church “By the Numbers”

 
 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

         
 

     Our Choice of Social Media                                            

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  1  – Janet & Harvey Hoffmann 

  4  – Lynne & Jon Roberts 

 13 – Susan & Bernd Koester 

 16 – Connie & Ed Curran, Patricia 

Whalen & Stephen Hein 

 19 – Elyssa & Billy Coker 

 20 – Jan & Peter Chabot 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 3 – Shelly & Robert Clark 

13 – Jeanette & James Stewart 

14 – Stacey & Carson Stitt 

16 – Margaret & Charles Pond 

18 – Brenda & Roger Knickerbocker 

26 – Christine & David Kline 

 

April Birthdays 

 1  – Kathy Croce, Jerry Yeast 

 3  – Eduardo Gonzalez 

 4  – Betsy Reynolds 

 5  – Bob Cannistraro 

 6  – Rick Schock, Spencer Yanacheck 

 7  – Nancy Cerwin 

 8  – Elyssa Coker, Bob Fischer, Nancy Hodges,   

        Megan Laitinen, Betty Cutlip 

10 – Nancy Cohen 

13 – Greg Donham, Harvey Hoffmann 

14 – Paul Farrier 

18 – Katherine Turner 

19 – Cecily Culbreth, Diane Lincoln, Flo Bell 

22 – Betty Sileo, Richard Willbee 

23 – Claire English 

24 – Laurie Lawther 

28 – Courtney Laun 

30 – Joan Vogt 

 

If we missed your date or if there is 

need of correction, we apologize.  

Please notify the office. 
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Rotary Club  

of Indian Rocks Beach 
“Service Above Self”  

 

Sponsored Ad 

May Birthdays 

 2  – David Kline 

 3  – Chelsea Bhagwandin 

 4  – Ronald Chorny 

 5  – Janet Hoffmann 

 6  – Marty Martindale 

 8  – Rebecca Rogers 

 9  – Linda Johnson 

10 – Brittany Somora 

12 – Mary Farrier 

14 – Sue Harry 

16 – Cedric Fisher 

17 – Samantha Kingston 

18 – Duncan Small 

20 – Lynne Roberts, Ralph Kiphuth,  

       Peter Chabot 

21 – Rudy Croce 

22 – Julie Heinicka 

25 – Jacob Jewell 

26 – Edward King 

27 – Martha Kelley, Sally Sherwood 

28 – Sally Donnor, Ryan Laun 

29 – Skyler Small 

30 – Hillary Taliaferro 

31 – Toni Chapman, Jane Small,  

       Gwynne English 

 

Community Partners 
Those who volunteer and donate so graciously 

to Calvary every year 

Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue, IRB 

April Birthdays 

1 – Todd Best 

3 – Timothy Burnham 

12 – Brooke Waring 

30 – David Livernois 

April Birthdays 

7 – Brandon Anderson 

17 – Marshall Eiss 

18 John Mortellite 

30 – Robert Hill 
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Deadline for the June/July Crier: 

June 22, 2018  
Please send all pictures and articles to us by then. 

 

Calvary Episcopal Church 
1615 First Street, Indian Rocks Beach, Florida 33785 

727-595-2374     www.calvaryirb.org 
 

Rector: The Rev. Jon Roberts (941) 806-7232 

  jroberts@calvaryirb.org  

Deacon: The Rev. Melissa Sands (727)744-2522 

  deacon.melissa.sands@gmail.com 

Music Director: Mr. Matthew Burke (407)618-6702 

  mburke@calvaryirb.org 

Parish Secretary Mrs. Lia King (727)595-2374 

  admin@calvaryirb.org  

Bookkeeper: Mrs. Laurie Lawther (727)595-2374 
  Llawther@calvaryirb.org 
 

Christian Education:         Elyssa Coker  elyssacoker@gmail.com 

Connections:       Renee Lee  leerenee117@gmail.com 

Fellowship:  Margaret Ritchcreek marvelousmargee@yahoo.com 

Leadership: Rick Schock rschock143@gmail.com 

Pastoral Care:                Jim Widell  jimdolphfan@aol.com 

Property: Kim Heinicka kheinicka@gmail.com 

Outreach:   Penny Yanacheck penny11845@verizon.net 

Stewardship: Bob Lima bobfpllima@tampabay.rr.com 

Missions:      David Kline kline22@tampabay.rr.com 

 JoAnn Martindale joadale@yahoo.com 

Worship:      Mike Alford michaelalfordesq@gmail.com  

 Karen Hillegas dkhillegas@gmail.com 

The Crier Editor: The Rev. Jon Roberts jroberts@calvaryirb.org  

Co-Editor: Renee Lee leerenee117@gmail.com 
 

Not getting the Crier each month?  

We strive to send out our information in a timely and efficient manner. If you have changed your 

email address, PLEASE let Lia King be aware, admin@calvaryirb.org   

 

A Final Thought about Stewardship 

Usually described as the three T's; Time, Talent and Treasure, stewardship allows us to give back to 

God for the building of His Kingdom. It is God's calling to us to use what He has freely given us to help 

the church community grow. 
 

Through the church we can reach others and bring them closer to Christ. 
 

I once read; Generous people always have enough to share with others, not because of how much 

they have, but because of how much they are willing to give. 
 

So my brothers and sisters in Christ, pray that God will use your gifts to enrich the life of others with His 

grace. 
 

In Christ, 

Bob Lima, Chair of Stewardship 
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