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We Welcome Our Members & Visitors 
 

If you are tuning in to Facebook Live be sure to reply on the live broadcast, 
letting us know you are participating in our morning worship. 

It is great to “see” you in this new form of togetherness. 
 

Please remember to be generous today 

Share your tithe & offering with the Church 

by 

Faithful service and 

Loving devotion for 

Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

The Sunday Customary 

An Order of Christian Worship 
 

Supplemental Resources include:  

Book of Common Prayer (BCP - Red Book) &  

Hymnal (Blue Book) 
 
 
 
Prelude   Let All Mortal Flesh            M. Hayes 

 

Processional Hymn   Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding       Hymnal #59 
 

 1. Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding. “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say; 

 “Cast away the works of darkness, O ye children of the day.” 
 

 2. Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth’s bondage let us rise; 

 Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 
 

 3. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven; 

 let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all to be forgiven; 
 

 4. so when next he comes with glory, and the world is wrapped in fear,  

 may he with his mercy shield us, and with words of love draw near. 
 

 5. Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son, 

 with the ever lasting Spirit while unending ages run. 
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The Word of God 
 

Opening Acclamation              BCP p. 355 
 
 

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People:  His mercy endures for ever. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Kyrie eleison   (Sung in unison)          Hymnal S-91 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 
for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 
joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE LESSONS 
The people sit.  
 
The First Lesson (Baruch 5:1-9) 
 

Reader:  A Reading from the Book of Baruch.  
 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of 

the glory from God.  Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your head 

the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere under 

heaven.  For God will give you evermore the name, "Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." Arise, O 

Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children gathered from west 

and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them.  For they went out 

from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, 

as on a royal throne.  For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be 

made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory 

of God.  The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God's command.  For God will 

lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial   read responsively by the people 
  

Canticle 16  The Song of Zechariah     Benedictus Dominus Deus   Luke 1: 68-79 
 

Reader: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

People: He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Reader: Through his holy prophets he promised of old,  

that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

People: He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

Reader: This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

People: Free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

Reader: You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

People: To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins. 

Reader: In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

People: To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Epistle (Philippians 1:3-11) 
 

Reader:  A Reading from The Letter to the Philippians. 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 

for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of 

this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for 

all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion 

of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 

and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure 
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and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 

the glory and praise of God. 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn   Prepare the way, O Zion       Hymnal #65 Vss 1-2 
 

 1. Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 

 Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 

 Greet one who comes in glory foretold in sacred story. 

 Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name. 
 

 2. He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. 

 His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 

 Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 

 Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name 

 

The Holy Gospel (Luke 3:1-6) 
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 

and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 

came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 

words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 

made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God.'" 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sequence Hymn   Prepare the way, O Zion         Hymnal #65 Vss 3 
 

 3. Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace. 

 His tidings of salvation proclaim in every place.  

 All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore him. 

 Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name. 
 
Sermon            The Rev. Jon Roberts 
After the sermon, the people remain seated and observe a brief time of silence. 
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Nicene Creed  (All stand, if able)         BCP pgs. 358 
 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 

man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead , and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  (Form I)            BCP p. 388 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 

peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this city (town, village, _______), for every city and community, and for those who live in 

them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer space], let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For those celebrating their Birthdays and Anniversaries especially […], let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the poor and oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and 

for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Defend us, deliver us, and in they compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

In the communion of [____________and all the] saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 

another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 

To thee, O Lord our God. 
 

Celebrant:        Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant 

that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
The General Confession             BCP p. 359 
 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
  Most merciful God, . . .  
 

All: (Stand, sit, or kneel,  if able):. . . we confess that we have sinned against you in  thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace   (All stand, if able) 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you 
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Announcements 

 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory Sentence 
Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God.    Ephesians 5:2 
 
Offertory Anthem  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  
The oblation of your tithe and offering are to be placed in the alms basin passed along the pews. 

They will be collected as “oblations” and presented at the altar. 

For added convenience in giving you can scan the QR code on the pew card with your phone. 
 

Families are invited to bring forward their Pledge. 
 
Doxology  Old 100th – Isaac Watts          Hymnal #380 (vs.3) 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A           BCP p. 361 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 
The Proper Preface - said by Celebrant 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus (sung)          Hymnal S-125 
 

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people may stand or kneel. 



8 
 

 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 

your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us 

to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Fraction Anthem                   Hymnal #S-152 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Everyone is invited to come forward to receive either the Blessed Sacrament or a Blessing from the 

Priest. Due to the Bishop’s decree, the chalice with the blood of Christ is not to be administered at 

all, in any manner.  Here are the following signs to make when coming forth: 

Blessing only:  Cross arms over chest 

  Bread only: Hands, stacked and open 

All Baptized Christians may receive Holy Communion and others are encouraged to receive a 

Blessing from the priest, especially young children who have not yet made their first Communion. 

After reception, quietly return to your pew and pray. You are receiving spiritual food on this day. 
 
Communion Hymn  Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     Hymnal #324 
 

 1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;  

 ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 

 Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 
 

 2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,  

 Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood 

 he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 
 

 3. Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,  

 as the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 

 that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 
 

 4. At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim with sleepless eye,  

 veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

 “Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. Eternal God, . . .  
All:  . . . heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
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and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 

Celebrant: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Processional Hymn  The King Shall Come         Hymnal #73 
 

 1. The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks;  

 when beauty gilds the eastern hills and life to joy awakes. 
 

 2. Not, as of old, a little child, to bear, and fight, and die,  

 but crowned with glory like the sun that lights the morning sky. 
 

 3. The King shall come when morning dawns and earth’s dark night is past;  

 O haste the rising of that morn, the day that e’er shall last; 
 

 4. And let the endless bliss begin, by weary saints foretold, 

 when right shall triumph over wrong, and truth shall be extolled. 
 

 5. The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings;  

 Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, come quickly, King of kings. 

 

 

Postlude   Tell Out My Soul              arrg. Paul Manz 

 

 

 

 

Those Serving Today Liturgically 

 

 

 

Celebrant 

The Rev. Jon Roberts 
 

Organist/Choirmaster 

Mrs. Colleen Rabe 

Acolytes 

LEM1: Chad Olson 

LEM2: Marilyn Clark 

Readers 

Reader 1: Polly Leibe 

Reader 2: Margaret Richcreek 

Reader 3: Mary Schock 
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PRAYERS 

 

Prayers of the People: Please make use of this intercession list during the Prayers of the  

People and in your daily prayers.  Prayer request cards are in the pews and are now available  

on our website under “Pastoral Care”. You may also submit requests through the office at 

admin@calvaryirb.org.  Submitting requests will help us keep this list up-to-date. Names will  

be kept for at least a month, prior to removal. Please make requests every month, as needed.  

In Peace …let us pray to the Lord…  
 

Healing Prayers: (Members) Jackie Emaus, Chuck White, Deborah & Kirby Nowlan, Bill 

Athanson, Rich Deary, Martha Kelley, Suzy Stewart, Connie Curran, Bob Taliaferro, Duke Diehl, 

Pat Whalen & Steve Hein, Betsy Reynolds, Brenda & Roger Knickerbocker, Peter Thomas, 

Christina Barnard, Debbie Thayer, Betty Cole, Charles Conlon & Denise Hughes-Conlon, the 

Lima family, Pauline Monize, Bobbie Key, Julie Day, Deborah Whisenand, Sally Sherwood, 

Phoenix Cahill, Deacon Jim Carter, Melanie Powers, Kim Hienicka, Cynthia Laitinen, Keith 

Goodrich. 
 

(Friends of the Parish) Teddy Hughes-Empke, Keith Gilliam, Traci Williams, Krista Aselford, 

Carly Fernandez, Carmen Fernandez, Marge Matview, Marlane Luzzolino, David Stevenson, 

Sheila Goodrich, Amanda Morin, Mark White, John Robb, Kyle Bryant, Steve Benichar, Luke 

Shepard, David R. Sulouff, Jacklyn Kantor, Karen Donnor, Olivia Sparrow-Kreigbaum, 

Pamela Bentley, Colleen P. Wenger, Leslie Andrew, Pam & Steve Wiegand, Eleanor Roth, Judy 

Pell & Family, Charlie Donnor, Brooke June, Will Gerard, Sue Boyer, P.T. Wagenseil, Diane 

Spahr, Kathy Deary, Lynn DeWitt, Charlene Cole, David Nease, Laurie Holmes, Guy Sanderson, 

Sandy Sanderson. Gail Waters, Scarlett Stephenson, Jennie Hoogseraten. 
 

Military (Active): Adhem Alford, Jeremiah Gill, Sean Reynolds, Robert Taliaferro,  

Blake Tatum, Jennifer Tatum, Thomas Blaskovich, Matthew Williams, Luke Jackson. 
 

For those that died: Charlene Wheelahan, daughter of Betty Cole 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries: Scharf Turner (6), Cathy Athanson (9), Cynthia Laitinen (9), 

Garrett Fisher (). 

The numbers in the parentheses indicate the date of the birthday or anniversary. 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please call Lia so we can add you. 

 

Prayer for At-Home Worship 
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 

Body (and Blood) are offered this day, and remembering particularly our own parish, Calvary, and 

those of us worshiping from our home, we long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation 

and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, 

for the means of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me this day.  
 

We believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since we cannot at this time 

receive communion, we pray you to come into our heart. We unite ourselves with you and embrace  

mailto:admin@calvaryirb.org
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you with all our heart, soul, and mind. Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this 

life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
 

Please continue to support Mike Alford in prayer during his second year of training for ordained 

ministry at Virginia Theological Seminary, an Episcopal seminary located in Alexandria, VA.  
 

Please continue to pray for Sandy Rogers, who is now a Candidate of the Diocese. She is 

scheduled to become a Deacon in January, TBA. She may continue her theological and liturgical 

training at Sewanee in TN, next year, in route to becoming an ordained priest. Keep her and 

Rebecca in your prayers during their journey.  
 

Please continue to pray for Chad Olson, who has recently been nominated by his Discernment 

Committee to continue to proceed towards ordained ministry as a deacon. The Vestry 

unanimously approved the nomination last Tuesday. WE are most thankful for the work of his 

committee, which included Connie Curran, Cherie Smith, Harvey Brillat, Bob Lima (Chair), 

David Hillegas, Laurie Anderson and Mtr. Janet Tunnell, Rector of All Saints, as the Diocesan 

Liaison. Chad will be guided by the Commission on Ministry as to his next steps. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

During Advent you will find our weekly devotional, Good News Daily, included in this 

Customary.  Please use the meditations as a basis for your personal prayer time. 

 

1st SOMBA:  Today we celebrate 1st SOMBA (1st Sunday of the Month Birthdays and 

Anniversaries). Please join us in the Parish Hall after each service today to celebrate these 

milestones in the lives of our fellow parishioners. 

 

We are seeking nominations for new the new Vestry to be seated in January. There will be four 

seats open and the deadline for nominations is December 12. You may nominate yourself or 

someone else (but only with their permission). Prayerfully consider stepping forward for this 

important ministry.  Please contact Fr. Jon with any questions or concerns. 

 

Our Book Club meets on the third Monday of the month, September through May, at 6 pm.  

Join them for an evening of good conversation and fellowship. See Cathy Athanson or Cherie 

Smith for details. The December 20th meeting selection is "The Last Thing He Told Me " by 

Laura Dave. 
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Winterfest on the Rocks 2022: Mark your calendars for this event on February 19th, 10am-4pm. 

Planning is underway and our next meeting is December 12, following the 10am service. We 

always could use more volunteers, so please plan to attend. To learn more about our annual 

church festival & fundraiser, go to our website for details. Publications will increase each week. 
 

Fellowship Dinner & More: Mark your calendars for this event on Wednesday, with the 

following schedule of activities. 4:30pm: “Early Bird” fellowship, 5pm: Dinner, Bob Angelo’s 

famous Lasagna, 6pm: Advent Study by Lynne Roberts (see eNews for more details) and 

Confirmation Class Intro. by Fr. Jon; 6:30pm Bells practice, 7:30pm Choir practice. 

 

Children’s Christmas Gift Bags: TODAY is the deadline to get the filled bags to Calvary.  If 

you didn’t bring it today, please bring it tomorrow to the office.  Members of the BCFP have 

volunteered to assist in packing the van load of goodies on Dec. 8th. Marilyn Clark and her driver 

(TBA) will deliver to the Diocese.  Let her know if you are willing to drive. 

 

Ushers and Greeters needed: Every Sunday we need volunteers to greet people when they enter 

the church, making them feel at home, as well as volunteers to assist people around, to collect the 

offering plates, to be a guide during Holy Communion. At this time, we need that volunteering 

spirit. If you arrive early, check in with the Servers or the Priest, letting them know you are here 

to help. Be sure to wear your nametag, hand out the service “Customary” and be a friend. 

 

Church Directory Deadline: Today may be your last chance!!  We are putting final touches on 

the 2022 Church Directory the second week in Advent, but it’s not too late to get your photo 

taken. After church or by appointment, it is so important we have as many pictures of our church 

family as possible. You may also send a “selfie” to Fr. Jon, Mary Schock or Lia.  We have about 

three quarters of our entire congregation. If we do not you’re your photo, you will still be listed 

on the main register. There is someone available at both services to take your picture (no 

obligation to purchase), or, if you prefer, you can send a selfie.  
 

1. Come to Church Sunday and visit Photo Gallery or schedule a time 

2. Send pdf picture via email to the church: admin@calvaryirb.org 

3. Send pdf picture via Text to 303-907-8243 (Mary Schock) 
 

Parishioners who we currently have photos: 

 

Laurie & Steve Anderson 

Cherie, Bob & Molly Angelo 

Lorraine Argo Veronesi 

Cathy & Bill Athanson 

Mary Beals 

Patty Brady 

Susan & Harvey Brillat 

Ann & Scott Brown 

Clive Burton 

Bob Cannistraro 

Phoenix Cahill 

Patty, Kacy, & JD Call 

Jacquie, Mike, Colin and Casey Carpenter 

Dcn. Jim Carter 

Jan & Peter Chabot 

Toni Chapman 

Pat & Ron Chorny 

Marilyn Clark 

mailto:admin@calvaryirb.org
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Shelly & Bob, Robbie, Saylor Clark 

Betty Cole 

Terry Collier 

Connie Curran 

Rich Deary 

Sally Donner 

Marsha & Terry England 

Cathy Farrell 

Amy, Dr. Paul, Kenneth, Garrett & Cedric 

Fisher 

Kathy, Dr. Rich, Will Gathro 

Jane & Reed, Aaron Gehring 

Claudette Gibson 

Sara & Dr. Keith Goodrich 

Mary Frances & Chris Gorman 

Pat Whalen & Steve Hein 

Julie & Kim Heinicka 

Karen & David Hillegas 

Janet Hoffman 

Millie & Les Hurst 

Linda Johnson & Marlene Martin 

Martha Kelley 

Bobbie Key 

Lia King 

Christine & David Kline 

Susan & Bernd Koester 

Elizabeth & Robert Krupitza 

Karen LaCorte-Nies 

Renee Lee 

Polly Leibe 

Valerie & Bob Lima 

Leslie Long 

Ann Matter 

Shirley McAllister 

Brenda McCoy 

Ed Morgan 

Debbie & Kirby Nowlan 

Chad Olson 

Patti & Greg Olsen 

Pat & Ed Parker 

Betty Pink 

Chuck Pond 

Michael Porter 

Kathryn, Michael, Blake & Karen Powers 

Melanie Powers 

Colleen & Tom Rabe 

Harold Remark 

Betsy Reynolds 

Margaret & David Richcreek 

Wes Rhoten 

Lindsey & Jim Robbins 

Lynne, Fr. Jon, Watson Roberts 

Rebecca & Sandy Rogers 

Mary & Rick Schock 

Stacey Scorsha 

Denna Shiben 

Betty Sileo 

Cherie Smith 

Jay & Suzie Snyder 

Dodie Spahr 

Noreen & Leighton Spicer 

Juliette Clark & Gary Spivack 

Marlene Stark 

Sue Stauffer 

Anne & Kent Stephenson 

Suzy Stewart 

Peter Thomas 

Babs & Bob Thacker 

Chuck White 

Melissa Willbee 

Carol Winston 

Tammy Vodola & Riley & Kiley Woodruff 

Marty & Jerry Yeast 
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CONNECTIONS 

THIS WEEK AT CALVARY 
 

Sunday 8am The Holy Eucharist  Rite I 

  Live in the Church 

 10am The Holy Eucharist  Rite II 

  Live in the Church & streaming on Facebook 
 

Monday 9am-1pm Church open for private prayers 

 12pm Noonday Prayer & “Church Chat” with Fr. Jon   on Facebook 

 7pm Recovery Group NA 
 

Tuesday 9am-1pm Church open for private prayers 

 5pm Evening Prayer with Sandy Rogers   on Facebook 
 

Wednesday 9am-1pm Church open for private prayers   

  10am-12pm Food Pantry open for food distribution 

  12pm Holy Eucharist & Healing Prayer with Fr. Roberts   

   Live in the Chapel & on Facebook 

  4:30pm ‘Early Bird” Fellowship 

Fellowship  5:00pm Dinner 

&   6:00pm Advent Study or Confirmation Class 

More  6:30pm  Handbell Rehearsal 

  7:30pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday 9am-1pm  Church open for private prayers 

 12pm  eNews Launch 

 5pm  Evening Prayer with Sandy Rogers   on Facebook 

 5pm-7pm  Food Pantry open for food distribution 

 7pm Recovery Group NA 
 

Saturday 7pm Recovery Group AA 



2 

 

 

Good News Daily 
 
Volume XXI December 5-11, 2021 Number 49 

 

Sunday, December 5 

Luke 1:57-68 Awe fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the news of what had happened spread 

throughout the Judean hills. (v.65 NLT) 

John was born during a dark time for Israel. Roman soldiers occupied the covenant land. 

The temple had been restored, but with pagan wealth. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit had sent no 

special word to the nation in four hundred years. No doubt, discouragement ran side by side with 

expectation that God would soon act on His people’s behalf. The Jews anxiously awaited a Messiah 

to deliver them from their tribulations and make them a mighty nation again. 

This story of John’s birth tells of the supernatural breaking into the natural world: “Awe 

fell upon the whole neighborhood.” What joy this must have brought to those thirsting for a word 

from God! One can almost see the excited ripple of news spreading across the hill country from 

small village to small village, as people asked one another, “Could this be a sign of the Messiah?” 

Our neighborhoods are not so different. Despite the cynicism which our age has spawned, 

hearts still long for a connection to, and a relationship with, the supernatural Creator God. 

May we always be open to God working in our lives, and eager to share with others what 

He has done. 

Amos 6:1-14; Psalms 148, 149, 150; 1 Thessalonians 1:5-11 
 

Monday, December 6 

Psalm 25 O LORD, I give my life to you. I trust in you, my God! (vv.1-2a) 

This psalm really speaks to me right now. It comforts me to know that David’s prayer (and 

my prayer) for God to “feel my pain and see my trouble” (v.18) is not unheard. God knows all of 

our pain by voluntary, first-hand experience. Juergen Moltmann, in his book The Trinity and the 

Kingdom, submits that the sufferings of Jesus are not limited to his life on earth. Rather, his earthly 

sufferings reflect the eternal heart of the Creator God. By virtue of His creating us and loving us, 

God has always suffered with and for the world. Jesus’ life, death, and Resurrection make it more 

obvious to us, living in the post-Resurrection age, but it has ever been so! 

Thanks be to God! He is not indifferent to us. By creating the universe and us out of His 

abundant love, God permitted Himself to be moved. “Jesus wept” (John 11:35), and he weeps with 

you and me still. 

Amos 7:1-9; Revelation 1:1-8; Matthew 22:23-33 
 

Tuesday, December 7 

Revelation 1:9-16 And standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. 

His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow. (vv.13a, 14a) 

A friend and I were discussing the nature of God. “God is a force,” she said. “God can 

include a force,” I replied, “but cannot be less than a personality, with mind, emotions, and will.” 
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Shocked, she said, “Do you mean to say you think God is anthropomorphic, like humans?” “No,” 

I said. “The likeness occurs because we are theomorphic, that is, made in the image of God.” 

I do not take this passage from Revelation literally. When Scripture talks about the “right 

hand” of God, I assume the passage refers to God’s power, not a body part, and the language to be 

poetic, not descriptive. Nevertheless, whatever God may look like, the God we Christians worship 

must have a persona, something which wills, loves, and acts. A “force” may appear to be easy 

access to divinity, but as soon as God’s purpose and love are introduced, we are confronted with 

God’s mind and a heart. 

It is comforting to know that there is a supremely intelligent, deeply feeling God who has 

willed us into being, and who has something to say to us. 

Amos 7:10-17; Psalms 26, 28; Matthew 22:34-46 
 

Wednesday, December 8 

Amos 8:1-14 Beautiful girls and strong young men will grow faint in that day, thirsting for the 

LORD’s word. (v.13) 

The prophecy of Amos paints a chilling picture of what happened when the covenant 

people forgot the Creator God. Beautiful buildings, lush vineyards, and great wealth lulled them 

into thinking that “nothing bad will happen to us” (9:10). But they had forgotten their calling. As a 

culmination to all disasters, warned Amos, “People will stagger from sea to sea and wander from 

border to border, searching for the word of the LORD, but they will not find it” (v.12). When people 

reject God, they take themselves out of relationship with Him—the very picture of hell. 

God’s complaint is to be seen in the context of covenant. He never abandoned His people, 

and He never will. But this passage reminds us that the most precious thing we possess is a 

relationship with God. Nothing else compares. Without God’s presence, we stagger and thirst. 

Thank You, Father, for sending us Your Holy Spirit. May we treasure You as the man who 

sold all he had that he might buy the field to obtain the treasure (Matthew 13:44). 

Psalm 38; Revelation 1:17—2:7; Matthew 23:1-12 
 

Thursday, December 9 

Matthew 23:13-26 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law...you ignore the important 

things of the law—justice, mercy, and faith.” (v.23) 

When Jesus walked the earth, people traveled long distances to be near him. They often 

went to great trouble to bring an incapacitated friend or relative into Jesus’ presence, hoping that 

he would be healed just by being near Jesus. Crowds followed Jesus across lakes, gathered to meet 

him when word of his coming near preceded him, cried out his name as he passed, reached out to 

just touch the hem of his robe, disturbed his sleep and invaded his prayer time. Why? People wanted 

to be near him because he lived with joy, thanksgiving, and compassion; he touched the 

untouchables, embraced the disgraced. Jesus reached out to those who had been ignored, even 

condemned by the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law. 

This might be a somewhat sobering question, but do people flock to be near us? Do we 

work to make God’s church a place where those outside would want to go to be healed, loved, 

forgiven, and accepted? We’re fortunate in that Jesus not only showed us how, but gives us the 

power to do exactly that. 
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Amos 9:1-10; Psalm 37:1-18; Revelation 2:8-17 

 

Friday, December 10 

Haggai 1:1-15 On August 29 of the second year of King Darius’s reign...(v.1a) 

As a student and teacher of history, it is important to me to understanding when and why 

things happen. Thus, I find the Jewish emphasis on history fascinating. They recorded their people’s 

story through the lens of their religious faith, portraying the Creator God as the one ultimately in 

charge of world events—past, present, and future.  

In true Jewish fashion, the Apostles’ Creed does the same thing when it states: “He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate.” This lone, somewhat odd, historical reference, reminds us that we are not 

dealing with an abstract principle or a timeless truth, but with a supernatural Being who entered 

our world at a particular time, in a particular place, as one of us to suffer and die an ignominious 

death on a cross of wood. 

Our own individual stories are the same. At particular times, in particular places, God steps 

through the veil and steps into our lives, our history, changing us forever. He does not force His 

way through. He comes in only by invitation, and when He comes, He loves us purely and 

completely with mercy and forgiveness and fills us with His Spirit, gives us His joy, and promises 

us life everlasting. 

Psalm 31; Revelation 2:18-29; Matthew 23:27-39 
 

Saturday, December 11 

Matthew 24:1-14 But he responded, “Do you see all these buildings? I tell you the truth, they will 

be completely demolished. Not one stone will be left on top of another!” (v.2) 

This statement was a real shocker. Nobody expected a Messianic candidate to minimize 

the temple, much less refer to its destruction. After all, according to popular thought, the Messiah 

was to restore the temple’s purity after having fought off the pagans who controlled it.  

So what did Jesus mean? Some scholars hold that such “anti-temple” remarks, coupled 

with the famous “cleansing” of the temple (Matthew 21:12), were symbolic actions pointing to 

God’s judgment. When referring to the destruction of the temple, Hebrew writings always coupled 

the destruction with a final withdrawal of God’s pleasure. Perhaps Jesus was saying that the 

powerful temple had become an idol, an object which blinded the people to seeing God’s true 

purpose for them. 

Once we understand God’s purpose for us, we enter into the light of His love. We are 

transformed into new beings through Jesus Christ. All the temples and idols in the world become 

meaningless. His love makes us free. 

Haggai 2:1-9; Psalms 30, 32; Revelation 3:1-6 

 

by Ashley Rogers 

 

Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP 

PO Box 380, Winter Park, FL 32790 

www.biblereading.org 
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Calvary Episcopal Church 

1615 First St., Indian Rocks Beach, Florida 

Telephone: 727-595-2374   www.calvaryirb.org 
 

Rector: The Rev. Jon Roberts “Father Jon” (941) 806-7232 jroberts@calvaryirb.org 

Parish Administrator: Ms. Lia King (727) 595-2374 admin@calvaryirb.org 

Front Desk:  (727) 595-2374 support@calvaryirb.org 
 

PLEASE SHARE THIS CUSTOMARY WITH OTHERS TODAY!  

SHARE WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND INVITE THEM TO CHURCH 

AS THEY MAY WANT TO BELONG TO A CHURCH FAMILY 

 

 

 

 
 

 

You can now select the Roof option 

in online giving and help ‘raise’ our roof. 

 

Coming Back? 

Having trouble remembering our familiar names and faces? 
 

Visiting? 

Would like to put names with our faces? 
 

Let’s all wear our Nametags 

And make it easy on ourselves and our visitors!! 
 

Yours is waiting on the rack in one of the Narthexes, 

Please replace it as you leave. 
 

Need a Nametag? 

Fill out a yellow request form, drop in the Plate and it will be 

ready next week!! 

 

 

mailto:admin@calvaryirb.org
mailto:support@calvaryirb.org

